" bgrams Apply Now for 2010

Each year, more Chioans find it difficult to pay their electric and natural ges bills,
JAlthough following enerpy efficiency tips may help to reduce the amount of energy
used, unless a home has propes

insulaton or other systems in Ce

place to properdy control :
temperatures, energy 11sage may
still be higher and result in

more expensive monthly

enerpy bills. The Office of the
Ohio Cogsumers’ Counsel
(OCC), yout residential utility
consumer advocate, offers a

" Home Weathetization:
Assistance Program (HWAP)
for-ciistomers who-#ré income.
eligible: . .

The Home Weathenzauon .
Assistance Pxogram isa '
federally funded energy.
efficiency program av:ulable to
low income xesudentlﬂl ‘ ‘ ‘ ' B
consumers. The prog—mm, adm.lmstered by the Ohio Department of Deve:lopment
(ODOD), helps:to lower energy bills by redul:lug the amount of energy nsed to heat
and-cool 2 home,, Some of the free services included in the program are:

* - Atiic, wall 2d basement msulatlon

*  Heating system repairs or replacements .

*  Reducton of a.l.tleakage from major sources such as a chmney or wall
- Persouahzcd enezgy management plan :

*  Healthand safety testing and inspections

Those accepted-into-the HWATP. program will receive a home weathenzahon review
in order to determine which services will be most cost effective. Consumers are elipible
for the program if they ‘are at'or balow 200. percent of the federal poverty level. They
can also apply for BEWAP if the.y participate in or qualify for any of the following:

* Home Enﬂtgy Assmtance. Propram ('HEAP)

" _Pcrcentn.ge of Iucome Paymr:ut le @l'PP)

" 'Suppleme.ntal Secunty Income.

* Temporary Aid to Needy Families

Similarly; ODOD also tmanages the Home Enerpy Assistance Program, another
federally funded pro]ect. It is designed.to. help gualified customers pay for winter
heating costs. ‘

There ate two different types of HEAD pmgmms HEATP and Emergency HEAP
(E-HEAP). This program pays a portion of consumers’ winter heating bills.
Consumers can nse HEAP one time per winter heating season. The amount of 2id
received varies and i5.determined by the following criteria:

. Household iricome at ar below 200 percent of federal poveriy guidelines

(i_ncome is included for all members 18 years of age or oldes);

*  Number of people in household;

*  Cost or primary heating fuel or bulk fuel supplied;-

"  Amount of aid received from federa! grants; and

*  Geographic region of the state.

To apply for these programs, consumers must complete the Energy Assistance
Program Application. Applications can be obtained by contacting ODOD, OCC ora
community action agency. For more information on these and other utility assistance

programs, contact the OCC at B77-742-5622 or visit www. pickoce.org. Consumers may |
also call the ODOD at 800-2B2-0880, or visit its Web site at www.odod.state.oh.vs.




