APPENDIX C:  COMMENTS
GENERAL

· Love living here. It was a great place to raise my children and it will be a wonderful place to have grandchildren.
· Why don't we leave Hambden exactly as it is?  A lot of us live here because we like the rural atmosphere.  We don't want to live in another Mentor.
· Land development will ruin the wonderful area in which we live.  The land, trees and open space is rare and very much appreciated.  Development causing casus and problems
· Will long time residents be as important as new residents who want a "new and improved" Hambden?  We are no longer proud to be residents of Hambden.
· Stop the sub divisions - we have enough houses, people and congestion.  Our schools are over crowded.  The farms are disappearing fast!  Stop the building of houses and commercial property!!
· For the most part, I like it the way it is right now.
· We have always loved Hambden, even before we moved here.  We would visit friends and enjoy the beauty of Hambden.  I like the fact that when I attend a Trustee's meeting I receive a friendly hello and a smile.  I like knowing our community can "pull together" and do a wonderful benefit to help the family in need.  Keep Hambden rural - so we can keep Hambden.
· I was born in Hambden, raised in Lake County and when I had kids of my own moved back to Hambden.  My family and I love its small town feel.
· I believe people live in this township because they enjoy the small town and country living atmosphere.  Keep government small.
· Keep the township as rural and small as possible.
· Keep it rural and natural.
· Keep the township rural.
· We moved here from Lake Co. because it was not built up.  Please don't change that.  Chardon used to be nice, now it's like every other town.  Don't do that to Hambden.  But as older homes sell, you should have them make improvements so all homes look beautiful, not just the new ones.  Parks, large land, farms make Hambden what it is.
· Keep in mind daycare facilities and privacy for developing children.  I grew up in Hambden and like the way it already is.
· Keep Hambden rural, forget the sewers and avoid annexation to Chardon.  Maintain low population density.
· I would like to see Hambden keep its rural nature.
· Great that you sent out a survey but more documentation would be helpful in completing it.  For instance, a zoning map of the township, an explanation of what businesses would fall under commercial, light industrial, industrial.  A breakdown of where our taxes go presently.  Hope you send out more surveys as you move along.
· We moved to Hambden to get off a major highway.  We like the community and our peace & quiet - we live on a quiet cul de sac.  The parks are nice and roads maintained.  It is nice to see you want residents' opinions.  Keep up the good work!
· We feel very pleased to be living in Hambden and have no reason to move currently.  Would love to move south at sometime in our lives.  Thank you.
· Make the area go back in time 40 years and never let it change.  This is my home. This is my life.  Thanks - good luck.
· It is a wonderful place to live.  We believe it is very important to not overdevelop this township and continue to embrace agriculture.
· Keep Hambden's rural small town feel while protecting green space/environment.  I support attempts at green sources for energy.  I do not mind driving a bit to access commercial areas if it means I can drive home and enjoy natural beauty of our town.  Keep it the way it is.
· I think Hambden is a great place to live.  Do not allow it to become over developed (residential or commercial).
· I feel that you do not move to Hambden for the employment opportunities, you move to Hambden for the school system, the community, and the close proximity to cities like Chardon and Mentor (where there is shopping and employment).
· I moved here to be in the county - now I have several developments around me - no more beautiful land to look at - instead every weekend I feel like I live in the ghetto with fireworks, guns, loud music, and people yelling and screaming.  I have livestock - the fireworks and guns scare them - people don't care.  I can't even pull into my driveway any longer without having to wait on 10 cars.  STOP the development - you are ruining the farm and country.  People are ruining Hambden - cutting down trees, helicopters landing in their yards - parties, parties, parties.
· We enjoy living here very much, just enough country, but still close to shopping and I go.  We really have no complaints.
· I would like the township to remain rural.  I moved here to get away from the city, small lots, congestion, and subdivisions!  I moved to the country and I want to see it remain the country.  Please try to increase the lot size requirements.
· We need to protect Hambden's rural feel.
· I love my Hambden Township the way it is.  We don't need to make it compete with Chardon or Mentor.  Private businesses in the community strengthen our township.  However, just look at Concord and ask yourself if that is what you want… I am honored to live here.  Thank you for showing concern as to what steps will be taken for its future.
· Like rural atmosphere of Hambden with nearby conveniences.
· I moved to Hambden Township because of the 3 acre minimum requirement.  I wish it were 5 acres or more.  It makes you feel like you are living in the country yet Chardon is only ten minutes away.
· Please keep Hambden semi-rural
· Country feel needs to be maintained

· We have lived here for 35 years and enjoy.  My wife lived here since 1949.
· I've lived most of my life in Geauga County.  This is my 20th year in Hambden.  When I first moved here, the township's character was rural.  I could hear roosters crowing and cows mooing.  That's all gone now as the township has developed into a semi-rural place.  Hambden still has some country charm.  I hope you will do everything legally possible to maintain what remains of that charm.  The preservation of the remaining woodlands, farm lands, rivers and streams - quality is key to accomplish that goal.  
· When we moved here in 1985, we loved the rural appearance.  It seems that now all space has been turned into housing developments.  We know how far away the nearest stores were.  We know how far away our jobs were.  We did not move here for employment opportunities.  We love no street lights so that we can gaze up at the stars.  We don't need sidewalks either.  They weren't here when we moved in and we know that - if people want better accommodations, they should have stayed in the city.
· Main reason we moved here and live here is to be in the country.  We hope to buy more land in next few years here and farm.  We don't like these McMansions and developments that have arisen since we moved here.  We fear it will become suburban in character.  We went out of our way to buy a house that has been in Hambden for almost 200 years and have spent most of our money restoring the house and the land.  We aim to grow old and die in Hambden.  This is our American dream.
· Keep it country!  There may come a day where farm land is more important than housing developments.  I think keeping the land suitable for crops is very important.  I would like to see development in this county slow down.
· I moved to Hambden because of the natural beauty of the township and the friendly people in our community.  I would not want to see change to the peaceful surroundings and our green space.  It is about LOCATION-LOCATION-LOCATION!!
· We moved to Hambden from Painesville to be able to raise our family in a more rural area with a good school district.  We love living here and really enjoy the township park and bike paths.  I hope our community doesn't grow too fast - it has a nice small town feel to it.
· Keep Hambden as rural as possible.
· Please do whatever is necessary to keep the semi-rural feel of the township.  This is primarily the reason why we moved out here.  It sickens me to see so much forest destroyed to make way for new development (primarily residential).  Thank you.
· Keep it rural.  Beautiful and uncrowded.  Don't ruin the county by bringing in the city please.
· We like Hambden exactly how it is.  We do not mind our daily commutes because we live in a beautiful community.  We love coming home in the evening (after working in Mentor/Cleveland) going to the back yard and saying "augh."  
· I like the rural setting and large lot settings.  It is a very nice and mostly quiet neighborhood.  I also like the small town feel.
· Both here over 80 years and at this stage of the game it doesn't matter.
· Hambden is a wonderful place to live and raise a family.  Please keep our natural rural setting as long as possible.
· Would like to see the township continue semi-rural - appreciate the parks - and more land and wooded areas.  
· Maintain the beauty of our countryside - no more large power lines cutting across properties.  Keep our township as rural as possible.  The peace and quiet this are offers is priceless.
· We love living in Hambden.  "Zoned for your protection" is important.  We do not need traffic, noise, light pollution, blight of businesses.  We love the openness, trees, critters, and quiet and safety.  We lived in an area of Columbus that was farmland, was gradually developed.  Ended up with empty strip malls, declining property values, traffic and crime.  Trustees - thank you for keeping Hambden rural and great to live in.  Bob Wright.
· We love living here!  Keep up the great work!  Our children had a wonderful childhood here in Hambden.  One lives in Chardon, the other in MI - they often speak of growing up with woods and streams so near by.  We all have good memories.
· Leave things alone before they get any worse like what you did to some small businesses like Mapledale, Spears, and Sheids and countless others.  If you want to do some good for our township you should have a welcoming committee to meet with and educate these city folks who more to Hambden and bring their city way of life with them.  We're doing fine without that way of life here in the country.
· One of the reasons I tried to move to Hambden is the rural nature of the township.  I have always lived in Geauga County and have seen the area around Chardon and Chesterland become more developed and suburb like.  I value having well water and septic tanks instead of city water and sewer because I believe water should be free.  Please keep up the good work and keep Hambden rural.
· We moved here and enjoy living here because of the semi-rural environment of our community.  It is extremely important to us to maintain this atmosphere.  We are willing to drive to the mall, etc. and don't need it here.
· I will be severely disappointed in Hambden should there be more housing developments, commercial properties or multi-family developments.  We moved here to enjoy country life and have our children enjoy fresh air, grass and fields to play in, as well as a beautiful empty sky where you can still see the stars.
· I don't have a problem with a few subdivisions in our township, but too many will take away from beauty and country like living in our community.  I love the natural settings in our community (the trees, wildlife, smells, etc.).  This is one of the reasons we moved here.  We need to concentrate on "not" over developing our township.
· Please keep the rural nature of Hambden.  
· Keep it green - keep it looking pretty.
· We live out here because we don't want to live in a town cluttered with fast food restaurants, stores, banks, etc.  We don't mind driving a little more than other people to get what we need.  We love our well water and the space between neighbors.  We should protect our valuable underground water supply as well as our farmland.  As our economy goes backwards, so may we and (perhaps that’s a good thing).  We need to leave something for future generations so they can once again farm and maintain gardens.  Please don't turn Hambden into another Mentor as they are doing with Chardon.
· Do not over develop.
· NO MORE DEVELOPMENT!
· Would like to keep as rural as possible.  Do not want much more housing or retail business.  Keep housing to a minimum.
COMMERCIAL

· My only problem is abandoned commercial properties and maintenance. Old gas station at 166 and 6. Built a new facility behind it and the old one is a constant eyesore.
· Would like to see something done about empty commercial buildings like 2 empty gas stations and empty building where Quality Auto used to be.
· It is important to enforce commercial zoning regulations regardless of property owners.  The Rt 6 - 166 Brakeman corner is disgraceful while it should be at least clean.
· Don't end up like Chardon.  Empty buildings setting idle while allowing new to be constructed and more traffic.
· Why are you now interested in commercial development when that right was taken away years ago?  Look at the empty stores in Pappa C's Plaza.
· The property on the intersection of Route 166 & 6 is an eye sore.  Purchase area and put grass, flowers, gazebo and benches with Hambden sign, showing some history of the township.  Thank you!
· I feel the township needs to be proactive not reactive with its commercial and industrial development.  Please keep this sectioned off to main roads in the heart of township and Industrial parks.  Please try not to fight reality.
· No more retail, no more traffic please.
· How about doing something on the corner of Rt 6 and 166.  That empty store in front of the convenient looks terrible - we need more small businesses in that shopping center.  We love Hambden and hope to live here forever.  Thanks!
· Make the owner remove the eye sore of a building on the intersection of 6 & 166 - it hasn’t been used in 5+ years.
· Would like a say in which businesses come into Hambden - no dollar stores, ALDIs, etc.  Would like higher end shopping - more like target, gap, etc. Would attract families with more money.  
· Keep rural environment - no more commercial/industrial development
· I don't think commercial development should be a priority.
· Do not commercialize our home town.  This is a township not a city (Chardon has already gotten out of hand)
· When a building stands vacant for more than 18 months - tear it down.  Get rid of vacant dwellings.
· We feel Hambden should stay very country.  Eltech ruined the feeling of Chardon.
· Let us get some tax base other than housing.
· Limit commercial development (Keep it on Rt 6 and 608).
· Keep commercial development from encroaching down Chardon Windsor or Rt 6.
· Even though larger corporations could bring in tax revenue - it could create other issues like pollution.  I think more small businesses would be good.
· Hambden already has too many developments and too much commercial development.  Presently at the intersection of 6 and 166 there is an empty gas station and empty convenient store empty storefronts in the strip mall.  Property tax on residential real estate brings in more revenue than commercial business.  Example - tax records for the asphalt plant on Mayfield Rd in Claridon shows $2600 in annual taxes.  This is low compared to many residents.  
· Expansion should be allowed where existing commercial property has been established before new areas are considered.
· Bring more industry in and lower taxes.
· Be cautious of any commercial development.
· Try to encourage more business to fell the Papa C's building - it has been empty for years.
· Clean up of existing businesses along rt. 6 should be a priority.
· Some light industry would be nice in Hambden.
· More planned growth with commercial development - but no bill boards or above ground wires.
· I would like to see more control over the roadside appearance on the businesses in the township.  For example - planting trees/shrubs around the Waste Management parking lot.  Remove the large pile of dirt from the former camper business along Rt 6.  Tear down the old BP station & convenience store at the corner of 6 and 166.
· Hambden needs to be more strict on properties that have horrible curb appeal (e.g. gas station at 6 & 166).  
· Would like to see more restaurant opportunities - prefer chains - but probably best in Chardon.  
· We have regulations barring abandoned cars.  How about abandoned buildings?  Former convenient at 6/166 is an eyesore.  Should be a limit to time a structure is standing unused.  Sell it or demolish it!
· Consider litigation to prompt the removal or renovation of unsightly or abandoned residential and commercial structures along SR 6 and 166.
· We don't need more commercial and industrial development.  There are already too many businesses that are vacant and/or dying.  Why develop more of the same at the loss of our natural resources.
· If cost effective for commercial development, have waterlines just for commercial development, not residential.
· Can we do anything about the old convenient store eyesore at the heart of town?  Not only is it unwelcoming but it blocks sight-lines to the newer plaza and can't be good for the businesses either.  Maybe the township buys the property at the point - knock down the building and add a gazebo & sign welcome to Hambden - creating a center of town.  Then we could have our own tree - lighting, concerts, etc. and build community spirit - & would drive business to the empty shops at the Hambden plaza.
· Encourage commercial development through land designation for industrial use.  Taxation incentives (working with county and state officials).  To attract business development there are businesses that are growing and looking for areas to grow.  I believe here in Geauga County we offer an educated work force and should create an environment for positive business growth.
· I am not opposed to commercial development/medical research/very light industry.  Lets not become Mentor - it is why we moved from Mentor to Hambden.  We love it here.  We pay very high taxes to keep it like this.
· Consider expanding commercial to help our tax base.
· If large commercial businesses are needed to support the tax base, let them be set far back from the road so as not to destroy the roadside scene.
· I know my concern might be a zoning issue, but I believe in order to make Hambden more appealing, abandoned homes and buildings need to be kept neat or demolished.  A perfect example of this is the building (old gas station) at the corner of 6 and 166 - Many people coming into Hambden have to look at these run down buildings.
· A nice restaurant (Bob Evans, Yours Truly, Hoss) would be nice.  Entering Hambden on route 6 knock down the old car dealership next to Dairy Mart.  Replace with a good restaurant.
· I would like more commercial businesses to continue to the tax base so that more funds could be used for the school system.  
· The commercial areas we do have are not all occupied now, why allow for more (i.e., Hambden plaza, car dealerships on SR 6 near Grant, old store at 6 & 166) Hambden seems to have quite many vacant deteriorating buildings (eye sores).  Can Township give a little tax help (credit) to business that improves their properties and penalize those who let vacant buildings become eyesores?  
· Please get after homeowners that don't keep their property homes kept up.  Example - house at 166/6.  Old gas station at 6/166 and old Sunoco Station.
RESIDENTIAL

· Use of "balancing approach" for future zoning for residential property an increase in minimum acreage (5 acres) is a substantial cost for what? Exactly?  Primarily Hambden's natural settings.  However, to off-set larger minimum acreage, Hambden should offer city water and sewer based on a 10-20 year plan.  Now is the right time to set "green goals" that for the most part may be subsidized.  
· On Q5 regarding residential development: requiring permanent open space would be counterintuitive.  If you have 3 acres you will not use that open space as a recreational area because your own backyard is your recreational area.  Having smaller properties with less land seems to be a problem from the septic field point of view unless there is a common water treatment plant.  Also permanent open space should require some degree of maintenance and increase homeowner’s association dues.  I would prefer more trees to be left in the parcels if possible, but both A & B subdivisions should be a matter of personal choice.
· 5 acre residential zoning no adjacent back lots.  No more utility poles residential lighting (very invasive to neighbors).  Mineral wells at least 50' from property lines.  
· Change lot size from 3 acres to 1.5 acres.
· Would like to see gas lines extended for residence use.
· Consider allowing smaller homes to be built as all of us can not afford these 3000 sq ft homes that we see so much of.
· Would like to see affordable housing in all parts of county for young families starting out and for seniors.
· All modular/manufactured homes should be ones with real foundations - not cinder blocks and skirting.
· New development should have their own sewer systems.  It saves all individuals the cost of owner installed septic systems.
· I would take Q5 even further - perhaps duplexes or condos on 5 acres - leaving the remaining 55 acres open.
· New housing lots of 5 acres+.  Limit housing developments.  
· I have heard a few different lifetime residents of Hambden say they wanted to move into a smaller home but would have to leave Hambden because they don't allow housing that seniors can afford.  They also expressed sadness that with the large lot size and house sizes it was a shame that their kids couldn't afford to build here either.  
· There should be an acre or less for a mobile home which the tenants could pay payments on the small piece of land.  This would not be a mobile park, but their own piece of land.  It makes sense to me because some people don't have a lot of money and truly would appreciate this allotment for the people.  Thank you.
· If I wanted to live around sub-divisions all around me I would have moved to Mentor.  The houses for sale in the existing sub-divisions are not selling anyway - why build more.  This area is not ready for nor should have to be ready for way more traffic, crime and congestion.  Don't "sell out" Hambden Township just for increase taxes.  If it isn't broken, don't fix it.
· No community with less than 3 acres per lot or the housing values will be lower and houses too close together.  3 acres or more per lot still allow for wooded area between houses to provide for privacy.
· As more residential developments spring up in Hambden, I think the lot sizes should be set at 5 acres not 3 acres.  Chardon Township has 5 acres and that seems to work well.
· The first requirement for lot size should be an allotment for septic and well that is sustainable.  Meaning a second septic field and enough spacing for the draw of wells to sustain the dwelling forever.
· Do not lower minimum lot size (3 acres) - keep up the good work.
· High density residential zoning means that sewers and treatment plants will be coming.
· Keep the current minimum residential lot size at 3 acres.
· Flag lots hurt the community.  Get rid of 60' easement for flag lots.
· Please do not allow new developments!  The ones that have been built years ago are still sitting empty.  Save our trees and animals homes.  Preserve our open space.  I do plan on moving within the next couple of years.  Would love to stay in Hambden.  However, I will consider other townships if Hambden keeps building new subdivisions or businesses.  
· Living in a trailer park we should not have to pay property taxes because none of us own it.  Not fair should not be any of us in the trailer park.  We are just renting the lots for our trailer we all pay $360.00 a lot.
· Stay the course you have been on - 3 acre lot size is a good one.  There seems to be a nice mix of residential and farmland in Hambden.
· Allow smaller affordable houses.  Reduce Foreclosures
· Developments that have "affordable" houses instead of $400,000 and up houses.  Smaller homes for empty nesters.  Encourage people to "stay" once children are gone.
· Any new development must be minimum 5 acre - but would be nice if no new ones.  Keep Hambden green & rural.
· Keep large lots 3 or more acres for single-family homes.  No more trailer parks.  
· We should adopt five acre minimum lot zoning like Chardon Township has done.
· Stopping commercial use in residential property.
· No more mobile home parks.
· Residential lots should be a minimum of 5 acres.  Stop subdivision development.  This was quiet county life too many city goofballs moving out here.
· Do not reduce minimum lot size to less than 3 acres.
· I would not be against a central sewage system for residential use (no more septic systems); but not for the intention of commercial/industrial development.
· Don't allow any more trailer parks.  Try to get rid of the one we have.  Don't allow duplexes and multi family units.  All of these tend to have lower income families which in turn mean they let their properties fall apart.  They bring crime to the area and property values fall.  Check with the Sheriff's office
· I think it would be a terrible mistake to lower the lot size requirements here.  All you need to do is look at Concord to see what a mistake that would be.  It seems some communities aren't happy until every square foot is developed.  The rural atmosphere here is needed - in the future will be desired and sought after.  Thanks for this opportunity.
· Too many yards not kept clean- overgrown.
· Get tougher on rental properties and/or abandoned properties.  For many folks, our largest investment is our homes and unkempt properties throughout Township negatively impact the rest of us.
· Keep after the people whose yards look like a dump or junk yard.
· Less housing developments - schools can not support more and more kids.  Increase acreage lot sizes to 5 acres per house.
· The housing development diagrams need to be explained - would all residents of development have to pay for the open space or since the lots are smaller would they pay less?  I also think 3 acres is best fit if a person wants the smaller lot find another location, there are enough parks etc to walk and assets are small enough for walking children etc to play.
· Current development practices for residential development are unsustainable in maintaining the integrity of our township's natural resources.  The township needs to identify priority areas for conservation and work with land owners to identify ways to keep land preserved.  The township should consider a new concept in development known as "cluster development" where homes in a development are clustered together to maintain more open space, rather than having homes in a development scattered over lots of varying sizes.  Sanitary sewers should be considered for all new residential developments.
· Try to rid township of mounds of dirt homeowners put on the edge of their property.  It is used primary on corner lots and are a real eye sore (example - corner of Wildwood and Woodin).  
· It would be nice if any new developments just have one lot (or 2) for a small park or natural area for people and wildlife to enjoy.  
· With regards to Question 5, prefer +3 acres with protected common open space, not one or the other.  Wouldn't mind city water (in fact) would prefer it.
· I would not like to see more mobile home parks.  Would love to see more patrols in Leaders.  More forced to clean up lots.
· Subdivision development must be kept to single home development.  Manufactured homes and multifamily units are not in our best interest.
· Before permitting any other developments from being constructed, I would like to propose having the current developments in full agreement with their contracts.  Many of the developments still have empty lots and empty houses and the landscaping is an eyesore.  The housing market is very poor and now is not the time to add more houses so that they will either be foreclosed or abandoned.  Let's keep Hambden as beautiful township and no riff raff in - Thank you.
· I would rather see cluster housing developments with open space rather than large lot sizes.  It is less expensive for the township and easier for services.  Maybe a condo development like Village Square or Burlington.
· I like the 3 acre minimum for households - A "woods of burlington" development is too congested I think.
· I would be greatly disappointed in Hambden Township ever changed their 3 acre minimum lot size to less than 3 acres, and ended up like Mentor city or worst yet - Willowick.
· Do not allow small developments and trailer parks - they will change the flavor of Hambden.
· I moved here in '89 to live in a rural area.  I'm very concerned about the sell-off of farm property which becomes a development.  3 acres should be the minimum - I would prefer 5 acre minimum.  
· Need to work on conservation developments.
NATURAL RESOURCES

· We really need to protect wetlands.  There are too many that are being eliminated for housing while housing is important - so are very valuable protections provided by wetlands.
· Conservation of land!  Protect natural areas. That’s why most of us are here.  
· Preserve farm land.  
· Concern over water table due to numerous new homes.
· Batescreek is part of the Grand River Watershed.  It was always clean running. But since all the brush, trees, etc. was cleared on Bascom Road, Rt 6 etc for new houses a few years ago, the creek runs over its banks with just a little rain.  It runs totally muddy brown.  Shouldn't we take better care of our watersheds?  So many birds, animals and people depend on them.
· Do not allow oil or gas well drilling - our water wells are ruined.  
· Let us preserve the rural setting.  While ground water quality is important, there should not be a continued increase in septic requirements for existing structures.
· Farmland needs to be protected for the following reasons a) at the time when we are experiencing a global food crisis and potential energy crisis keeping our food supply local helps ease both by decreasing the amount of fuel needed for transport. b) for every $1 of tax revenue received $1.31 is spent on services for housing developments while only $.82 is spent for farms. Farms are actually subsidizing the housing developments.  Turning farms into developments is fiscally irresponsible. c) Local farms protect the safety of the food supply.  Food now travels over 1500 miles.  Peppers, tomatoes, melons, spinach, peanut butter, meat, and pet food have all been recalled in the last two years due to contamination.  A local food supply is much safer. d) protecting farms is good for homeland security producing food locally decreases our dependence on foreign oil. e) producing food locally keeps food dollars in the local economy. f) protecting farms and the rural atmosphere is good for tourism.
· Township sedimentation erosion control is not necessary since regulated by Geauga SWCD.  Stipulated setbacks from wetlands, rivers and streams should not be instituted rather the township should use open space conservation which keeps resources concentrated in blocks.  
· Encourage farms.  Promote green space - parks.  
· Protect natural resources especially surface and ground water when considering development.  Prohibit any type of oil or gas drilling - see Bainbridge Township.  
· Stop building houses on farmland.  Encourage people to move into Hambden to farm.  Encourage people to be entrepreneurs.  Stop building industrial/commercial developments and keep Hambden undeveloped an in its rural character.  We moved here for the rural atmosphere.  No farms - No food!  We own a farm and zoning is unconstitutional!!!
· Prefer the purchase of development rights to outright land purchase, unless there is a need for active recreation.  I feel Geauga Park District has enough land for preservation, would consider more conservation/wind use.  Encourage state to manage another wildlife management parcel.  Connective bike trails/paths to interconnect community.
· Please be concerned about amount of water usage when putting in new homes and businesses.  Also due to pollution this should worry all of us because of water link.
· Keep water quality and sufficient amount available.  Keep development out of wetlands.  
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

· Also any forms of alternative energy should be allowed if not then we are contributing to global warming; the petroleum situation will not get better as time goes on, wind and solar power are timeless and needed.
· Windfarms: Don't level woods to install.  Maintain natural environment.  Solar Power:  Fine if the system installed does the job - This is Northern Ohio with short winter days.
· I would consider small wind farms for power generation if they were far away from residential development and no trees had to be cleared to accommodate them.
· Development of affordable wind turbines for individual use would be very beneficial.  Also a wind farm for Hambden could help produce additional funds for the township.
· I do support the alternative energy sources such as wind turbines & solar panels.
· Wind turbines - I would like to see alternative power sources, such as wind turbine but would not like to see acres of trees cut down to catch some wind.  It might be appropriate for some locations.  Cell Towers - Should co-locate whenever possible.
· Wind farm to serve all of Hambden.
· Encourage solar, wind and the other alternative energy sources are imperative.  Nuclear energy should not be included in with alternative types - it should be replaced with types of energy that are not targets for terrorism, a cause of cancer, nor leave toxic wastes that will be deadly for hundreds of generations.
· Wind energy is a good idea, but I would not enjoy looking out my window and see them - there needs to be a "green"space protecting home owners.  
· Encourage not only renewable energy but reuse of water for irrigation, exterior building maintenance and vehicle washing.  
· I do like the development of passive energy sources however (wind and solar).
· Zoning should strongly favor renewable energies.
· Wind turbines should be regulated.  Require minimum of 15-20 acres and distance from neighboring homes.
· I think the Township should invest in wind turbines to be used by the community and then left over energy to be sold to outside communities - we need to begin the process of becoming more independent and finding cleaner ways to get energy.
· Wind power is a must - but towers are least 120-150 feet tall will be necessary in many areas due to the height and amount of trees.
· I would like to see tax incentives for using alternative energy systems across the board.  
· In regards to energy systems for households I would hate for my neighbor to put solar panels in his yard. It would be as bad as having high tension lines.
· I'm a big advocate on alternative energy.  Having a minimum of 3 acre lot size gives people room to put solar panels, wind, etc.  The wrong people are in charge of government.  We need to get off of foreign oil now and go alternative energy which will then have a trickling down effect all the way down the line to the small communities like Hambden Township.
· Create a township sponsored wind farm area to invite an energy producing company to build and maintain wind technology.  In return, Hambden residents could receive a tax abatement for use of land and free electricity for town, ability to sell surplus electric and increasing residential tax base (meaning people would want to live here for the green use of energy).
SERVICES
Fire & EMS

· Our fire dept and EMS crews are the best!  I am alive today because of their quick, caring, helpful service.  Thank you!
· I would be in favor of a tax increase to upgrade staffing for the Fire Dept.  I would also be in favor of a tax increase to upgrade police/sheriff protection.
· I would like to see a more modern up-to-date fire house.  
Chardon Schools

· Hambden School & parking lot needs to me updated and made larger.
· Hambden elementary is too small for the student size.  If an expansion is not possible then at least another trailer to help accommodate the growing number of students - would like to see full time kindergarten.
· Chardon Schools need to use their money more wisely.  Elementary runs 3 buses by my house morning and night.  It is very hard to support the school.
· Do not want to pay taxes for schools after retirement.  
· Desperately need to update Hambden Elementary building is old and run down.  
· I think taxes for schools are way too high.  Let folks using them pay - not retirees.
· We need a new school.  A new school would attract more people, which would further increase the tax base.
Township Park

· The park is awesome!  Good Job!
· Very pleased with park.
· Change Whitlam Woods Park into horse trails.
· We love the township park - it is always clean and kept well - Thank you!
· Why did you think we needed 10 more acres for the park or was it a case of the (I want) It should have been up to residence.  Spend our money wisely - remember you represent all people.
· Keep improving the township park.  
· Tennis courts and pool
· Build a pool.  
· We have enough parks in township
· Stop spending additional $ on township parks - enough already.  Just maintain what's there.  
· Would love to have community pool with children’s area
· I would like to see more bike path options for the residents, maybe connect with the existing bike path in Geauga County and with the township park.
· The park needs to be upgraded and more facilities added including a pool for residents.  
Roads
· Live on Kile Road - North of Rt 6 - no road maintenance (snow removal).  We have to wait on Montville but we pay Hambden taxes - same with fire.
· We were wondering why you would pave Knotty Pine Drive (less than one year old) twice when N. Brown is a disaster.  Is the new street more important?
· This winter enforce no snow plowing across roads.
· Due to increased households and more people and children walking on the road I would like to see the speed limit on North Kile Rd reduced and enforced.
· Snow plowing from Grant Street up Chardon Windsor Rd to Leaders Mobile Park could improve.
· The snowplower needs to stop wiping out mailboxes and needs to plow subdivisions and intersections of main roads more frequently.
· Lower the taxes.  Improve our roads.
· Snow removal is very weak - property taxes are too high.
· Repair Caves road like Radcliffe and others better.  I feel if the road is resurfaced like Brakeman was you would save money than patching with tar and stones 2-3 times a year.  Also instead of cleaning out the ditch in front of the property expect the property owner to install corrugated pipe in the ditch.  This would save the Hambden Road Maintenance people a lot of money and also the taxpayers myself would benefit.
· Roadway access needs to be reviewed.  There is quite a traffic jam at the corners of Rt 6 and 166 during rush times.
· Clean up roadside debris (junk, bottles, cans in ditches).  
· Strongly pursue state or federal funding to relocate SR 6 into an intersection at Brakeman Road with a traffic signal.  
· I don't know much of our road and maintenance staff but everything is well maintained.
· Consider additional part time employees to enhance snow removal.  
· Would like to see all commercial trucks (semi and gravel) thru traffic banned on Woodin Road.  They should not be permitted as a bypass around Chardon.  This should also be enforced with heavy fines.  They speed and tear up Woodin Road at the cost of the county and township.  More so now that they can go over the Chardon Square rather than around it.  For 23 years I have seen this - it should be stopped.
· Can the Township put up the orange fencing on Chardon Windsor road where the snow seems to drift all the time to help with the road conditions?
· The ditches along Rt 6 (northwest of Bascom) should be seeded to prevent erosion.
· Would like to request that Radcliffe Road be repaired and paved with asphalt
· Check all roads to see how deep drainage ditches are - consider filling those that are too deep to allow property owners easy mowing access.  Using 12" drain pipe or large cobbles it would make all roads look cleaner and more managed.  Consider strong litigation against those persons throwing rubbish into roadside ditches.  Those found guilty should be fined heavily and made to clean Township ditches and properties for one year.  Wearing a sign reading I am paying for my mistakes!
· I would like to see a mirror at the corner of Williams and 166 - this is an accident waiting to happen.
Recycling

· Need to add cardboard to recycling center.
· Big trash pickup would be awesome!
· Need more and better recycling opportunities.  Need a community large item trash pick up day.  
· Recycling - my "fair" score would have been higher but was ranked lower due to no cardboard recycling.  We mostly collect and haul to Lake County (Painesville) where we can also recycle cardboard.  I understand that we only had cardboard for a while due to a grant.  So we don's use recycling facilities in Geauga county as much as we could.
· Recycling program could be better managed - should not cost township any money.  Who benefits from material recycled?
· We really need curbside recycling for newspaper and plastic and glass.
· Recycling - would like cardboard back.  Like Hambden Township trash days - definitive plus to Township.
· Restart cardboard recycling.  Add phone books and household waste.  
· It would be nice to be able to recycle more types of plastic and cardboard in Hambden.
· Develop better township recycling program.  Include cardboard and 6x/year for things like microwaves, batteries etc.  Ridiculous to expect people to drive to Youngstown for this.
Zoning

· When decisions are made by the township affecting individual property owner they need to be contacted directly to give their opinion, not just put a notice in the paper.  Some jobs have hours that don't let you attend township meetings.  Many owners had land re-zoned from commercial to residential with no real input from them.  You should be listening to us, not dictating what should be done with our property and township.  
· Why are we paying for a full time zoning inspector?  No need, waste of township money!
· Residential property should be able to do pretty much what you want with your own land.  For instance, I see no reason why a barn can not be located closer to the road than the house - but zoning laws prohibit me from doing such.
· It would be nice to know all of the zoning laws and why some people can get away with having their companies on non commercial land (Mapledale/Bryants Evergreens)
· Control people from purchasing a home and moving into the township and opening and running a small business from it.  Group commercial property together.  I don't like spot zoning or a change to take place.  Without a good plan to offer I wouldn't offer a change in the zoning of a piece of property.
· I believe that small home based businesses should be allowed and encouraged.  Also feel that the zoning regulations are infringing on individual rights just to try to raise property values.  People tend to move here to get out of the city and then they try to turn Hambden into the city they just left.
· I would like to see more pressure on homeowners and land owners to keep their property free of junk and keep their property in good order and maintained.

· Zone to encourage small at home businesses that have low car traffic requirements on 5 - 5+ acre home sites and appropriate landscaping to cover parking area - work bldg from roads & neighbors.  Zone to encourage individual homeowners to landscape lots to keep semi rural character and have natural areas rather than all lawn and no trees.  Educate new residents about septic and well hygiene/water resource protection.  Zone to encourage noise reduction - esp. hunting and gunshots & target practice on 3-acre lots close to neighbors.
· Why do you let Nolan Plumbing & heating run a business out of their house on Claridon-Troy Road?  It is not commercial property.  Why can they have a huge garage there with inside bathroom, living quarters behind their home?  Put garage up - never got building permits.  Why do some people in Hambden follow the rules and others are allowed to do this and only pay taxes on one home.  They own less than 2 acres.  Also horse that his waste goes down hill into creek behind huge garage that you can live in.
· Why do you allow businesses to operate on residential property?  We have lived in Hambden a long time and asked the township to help - but trustees and zoning inspector have just turned their heads.  We have commercial businesses operating on both sides of our property to the west and the east.  You should change your signs as you enter Hambden to say "Welcome to Hambden - zoned for your neighbor's protection."  What good is zoning if you don't enforce it?
· Though we think that zoning is important, one of the many reasons that we moved to Hambden Township was not to be saddled with frivolous zoning laws which greatly influenced our choice of Hambden Township over neighboring Leroy Township.
· Zoning of business Mapledale is too large and too noisy and the odor is terrible.  This is a business in a zoned residential area - why has this been allowed???  Everyone else has to follow the zoning resolution.
· Look at other areas that have high property values.  Find out what they did or are doing.  Many people do not like zoning laws but the areas that have the strongest zoning laws are typically the most desirable.
· Enforce zoning.  
· Should also regulate outdoor furnaces/wood pellet burners so smoke does not impede on neighboring homes
· I had a bad experience at my first home in Hambden with zoning.  A landscaper put his business on residential property next door to my home and zoning would not confront him and enforce the law.  Very frustrating as one of the selling points of the property was that all the land around us was zoned residential.  Why have zoning if you don't enforce it?  This inspector at the time confessed to me that his hands were tied because the board gave him no authority.
· I would like some sort of a noise ordinance in place.  There are tenants with no financial ties to the neighborhood that run 3 and 4 wheelers on 166 and Williams after dark.  Also play music so loud that I can hear it inside my house.  Even my new windows cannot keep out the noise.  Plus the dogs on both sides of the road bark at the noise.
· I would suggest development of a town center with shops/restaurants that create a clearly defined town ambiance.  Uniform appearance standards for homes and businesses need to be established and enforced.
· Zoning inspection for those properties that are in disrepair
· We love Hambden but are planning on selling and moving to Columbus near our 3 children and 10 grandchildren. When purchased it is large enough to be sold as a possible commercial home - and location for a small business - office.  When gas was installed up Rt. 6 for subdivision development east of our home - it allowed for an efficient gas furnace installation.  City water would improve our well water quality.  We would have appreciated being able to list our house/property as "light commercial" - it may have sold - it has been listed for sale for 3 years.
· Zoning not enforced, nor consistently enforced.
· Keep businesses out of residential areas, too many home owners using their land to operate small businesses.  
· Considering I believe zoning and townships are a serious waste of tax payers money I would like to see most of you fired.  The long time residents are being sold out and the metro parks are buying.  We should have zoning against metro parks but their pockets are too deep and Hambden is for sale.  People want to be left alone - quit making up bullcrap zoning laws and regulations.  Who is protecting us from you?
· The house next to me is a dump - the yard is in terrible shape - the owner burns plastic and other toxic things in a drum outside and the air is horrible.
· Need to control run down homes buildings farms.  They are unsightly.  A real hazard and suppresses property values.
· Zoning - Percy Woods was an excellent zoning inspector.  Why is he gone?  The person currently acting in this capacity is incompetent.  I want to vote on a new one.
· We need to work on commercial zoning
Newsletter

· Newsletter a waste of $.
Website
· Likes to receive township news on web page and newspaper.  Hope to see results of survey on web page.
· Would like to see the results of survey posted on Hambden Web Page
Other
· Hambden is a wonderful community and I appreciate the helpfulness of people in the town hall.
· I would be in favor of a tax to build a community recreation center with pool and workout facilities.
· Advise the public when land use planning meetings are to be held.
· Not pleased with increase on taxes.  Not pleased with plowing on our road (Sisson) Would not mind increased taxes if road where better maintained and fire dept was manned by medic 24 hours a day.  My daughter was in need of medical assistance and there was no medic around - they had to call Chardon for a medic  - that plays a big role in how I feel about taxes.  Not happy with intersection of Sisson and 608.
· We have appreciated the times we have been able to rent out the town hall for kids graduations and family get togethers. Hambden has been a great place to live and we appreciate the excellent work the trustees and emergency services people do to keep Hambden such a nice place to live.  Thank you!
· Even though we are now retired and on more limited income basis, I would agree to pay somewhat higher taxes in order to ensure keeping up the excellent quality environment, schools, fire, EMS, Sheriff, township road maintenance, etc.  I am proud to live in Hambden - it is an excellent community - thank you all for good planning & preservation thusly far here.  Hambden maintenance year round of roads is terrific.  Plowing, mowing etc. keep up the great standards - I applaud you all.
· We like the way the township runs the town.  No higher taxes.
· We do not want high power lines running through Hambden.  We moved here for the beautiful scenery and peace and quiet. Not to look around and see high power lines running around all over ruining the natural beauty of Geauga County.
· There should be some method of preventing land that is zoned residential from being advertised for sale as commercial.
· Notify neighbors of any future changes coming to their neighborhood.
· It would be nice to have natural gas run to the High County Estates subdivision.  It seems there is gas to the east and west.
· Get natural gas piped down some of the older streets in developments etc.
· The property taxes are outrageous!  The property values are falling and this will start running people out of Geauga County.  I think that the property taxes should be lowered to match property values, or a lot more people will be forced to leave!
· I would like to see the township reduce our trash collection bill.  We pay over $70.00 for 3 months.  We have a house in Lake County and pay $6.00 and change per month and it’s the same collection service (Waste Management).  We should be able to negotiate a better rate for the entire township.  We are retired and every little bit of savings is important.  Our property taxes are much too high considering the service we get - no sewers, no sidewalks, not street lights, no city water.  Thank you.
· Clamp down on off road vehicles.  They rut-up the woods (w/o owner permission) and make muddy mess.
· Thank you very much for sending this questionnaire - it shows that you care about constituents and will be remembered at election time.  Thank you for caring!
· Thank you for your time so people can have constructive input in their community.
· Survey is a good place to start.

· Thanks for asking!
· This was a waste of tax dollars.
· Thanks for asking my opinion.
· Thanks for asking our opinion.
· Is this a waste of my time and money?  What are you planning now?
· Please consider to stop any more cell phone towers from being erected in Hambden.  They are an eyesore, and I have heard that they emit microwave radiation that is harmful to humans.
· I wish the new Hambden map would have been current with road names on old GrennanPark property new roads off Pearl, Brakeman, Old State, etc.  Will the %s be published?
· Please use common sense in any approach to any and all plans!  Review all alternatives before making a decision and always look to future consequences of each and every action taken.  Ask "what I want to live next to or have in my backyard" and who and how will it be paid for.
· Do not let the Geauga Park District buy more land.  People who are retired cannot afford more taxes for places a woman can not go walking and be safe.  
· Township needs more control on gas well drilling.  They affect many but give advantages to a few.  I'm concerned with all the holes being punched around here.  That it will start to affect ground water and our wells.  Also it affects township expenditures.  An example was the well fire near Brown Road when our fire dept. needed to be called out.  I hope they got reimbursed by the ODNR or whoever gave the driller a permit.
· More community based events.  Children focused activities since Hambden has many children maybe something joint with the schools, churches or law/fire enforcement.
· Our trustees, fire department and zoning folks are super!   
· I think trustees should get out in the community, knock on doors and see what people are thinking.  They do it when they want your vote and then you never see them again.
· Advice - in these unstable times do nothing to rock the boat - it just makes things worse.  
· We also appreciate the township asking our opinion on these issues instead of making decisions for us.
· Trustees don't return phone calls left on general mail box.  
· Grandfather in existing septic systems if state imposes new laws governing operation of septics.  Limit cell phone towers.
· You should have explained in the letter what a land use plan was and how this information would be used.
· The road maintenance crew, EMS and Sheriff department - I feel do a great job.
· Some of the questions are dependent on more information to answer fairly.  Such as commercial development and alternative energy generation.  I'm not sure I'd like to see a windmill in the middle of a housing development but feel it would be appropriate for a farmer.
· I greatly appreciate the opportunity to fill out this survey.
· A tax incentive in property taxes for those of us that do not have any children.  Families who have children receive tax deductions.  Families who do not have children should receive a property tax deduction.  Chardon School taxes heavily on Hambden and are ridiculously high.  
· Replace real estate taxes with sales tax statewide.
· Q10 section should be on a scale rather than yes or no.  Example:  enough - too much - not enough
· No sewer or water lines in Hambden.
· Let other people know where their neighbors know when they shoot fireworks.
· Always consider maintaining or increasing home values in decisions.
· Townships should not be in the land purchase business unless absolutely needed for services.  
· A little map would have been helpful with this survey showing existing zoning.
· This is a waste of my tax dollars.
· Do not forget to respect property owners' rights.
· Gas wells should be in the middle of owners property - not close to next property.
· Keep sewers out of township.  
· Restructure tax on value of area not just street.  
· Allow Mapledale Farms to continue their operation in Hambden.  Tell Ed Kaminski to leave Dave Johnson alone.  They have been there a lot longer than anyone else in this town.
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