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Hambden Township
Survey Results

March 24, 2009
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Agenda
Demographics
Existing Zoning
Existing Land Use
Previous Surveys
2008 Survey
Questions/Comments
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Population
Chart 2.1 Hambden Township Population
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2007 Estimate
4,577 persons
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Population

Source:  U. S. Census, (*Denotes estimate)
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Table 2.2  Population Change
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Households & Families
Chart 2.3  Household Characteristics

Hambden Township
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1980 81.4% 48.4% 19.0%

1990 79.2% 42.3% 19.5%

2000 78.9% 39.7% 20.8%
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Age
Chart 2.5  Percent of Population By Age,

Hambden Township
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Income
Chart 2.6  Income, Hambden Township
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Zoning

0.1%19
Active Park 
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0.7%103
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Home Park
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Land Use
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Sources: Geauga County Planning Commission, County Auditor’s Office 2006 and 2006 Orthophoto, and Township Zoning Inspector
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Hambden Township 2009 Land Use
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Background
Previous Surveys

1979, 1988, 2000
Similar results

2008 Survey
1,744 surveys mailed late September ‘08
712 surveys returned
40.14% response rate
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Questions
75 closed ended, multiple choice questions
Additional comments allowed at end

Personal Questions:  such as number of 
years living in Hambden, household 
income, primary occupation, etc.
Issue Question: including housing, 
residential and commercial development, 
natural resources, services, etc.
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How long have you lived in Hambden 
Township?

Number of Years Living in Hambden Township
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Where did you live prior to moving to 
Hambden Township?

Place of Residence Prior to Living in Hambden Township
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Rate the importance of why you moved to 
Hambden Township, or what keeps you in 
Hambden.

Top 3 reasons for those living here 5 years 
or less

Low crime rate (81 percent)
Semi-rural character (77 percent)
Quality of natural environment (72 percent)

Top 3 reasons for those living here 21 
years or more

Semi-rural character (84 percent)
Low crime rate (76 percent)
Quality of natural environment (76 percent)
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Other important reasons for living in 
Hambden

Quality of Education/Schools (60 percent)
Level of Taxation (53 percent)
Housing Affordability (52 percent)
Recreational park opportunities (26 
percent)
Proximity to major transportation routes 
(25 percent)
Employment opportunities (14 percent)
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Residential Land Uses
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Please rate the desirability of the following 
residential housing types.

Single Family Homes
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Duplexes
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Multifamily Units
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Manufactured Home Parks
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Senior Housing
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Traditional residential development versus 
conservation development.

Residential Development Preferred
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Business Land Uses
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Please indicate your level of agreement with 
each statement.

Satisfied with Current Amount of Commercial 
Development
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Important to Develop the Remaining Commercial 
Properties
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Installation of Sewer and Water Lines for 
Commercial and Industrial Development
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Adequate Shopping Facilities are Within a 
Reasonable Distance

61.5%

28.7%

5.2%
2.0%1.5%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Strongly Agree Somewhat
Agree

Not Sure Somewhat
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

29

More Light Industrial or 
Research and Development is Needed
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Employment Opportunities are Sufficient
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Increasing Employment Opportunities 
Should be a Priority
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Medical Facilities are Too Far Away
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Natural Resources

34

How important is it for the township to 
protect the following?

Protection of Undeveloped Sensitive Open Space Areas
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Protection of Farmland
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Protection of Woodlands
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Protection of Rivers, Streams, Wetlands, 
and Adjacent Land
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Protection of Groundwater Resources
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Protection of Scenic Views or Corridors
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Should the township consider the following to 
preserve farmland, open space, and natural 
resources?

Adopt Storm Water Management 
and Sediment Control Regulations

35.5%

5.9%

21.2%

35.7%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

Yes No Unsure No Opinion

41

Encourage Conservation Easements
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Purchase Land or Development Rights 
with Township Funds
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Increase Minimum Lot Size for Residential
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Require All New Residential Subdivisions to Have 
Permanent Open Space
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Require Buildings and Structures to be Setback 25 Feet 
From Streams, Rivers, and Wetlands
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Encourage the Usage of Alternative Energy
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Services & Taxes

48

How do you rate the following services?

Township Fire & EMS
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County Sheriff Protection
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Chardon School District
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Township Park
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Township Road Maintenance
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Recycling
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Zoning Enforcement
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Township Trustees
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Township Newsletter
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Township Website
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Do you think the level of taxation you pay for the 
following services is appropriate?

Level of Taxation for Township Fire & EMS is Appropriate
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Level of Taxation for County Sheriff Protection
is Appropriate
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Level of Taxation for Chardon School District
is Appropriate
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Level of Taxation for Township Park
is Appropriate
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Level of Taxation for Township Road Maintenance
is Appropriate
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Please rate your level of satisfaction with 
Hambden’s zoning in achieving the following 
goals.

Protect Property Values
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Protect the Character of the Community
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Protect Prime Farmland
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Protect the Natural Environment
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Protect Sensitive Open Space
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Enhance the Community Tax Base
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Control the Type of Development
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Alternative Energy

71

Do you think the following alternative energy 
systems should be allowed?

Allow Wind Turbines for Individual Property Owner's Use
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Allow Small Wind Farms for Commercial Power Generation
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Allow Solar Panels for Individual Property Owner's Use
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Allow Solar Panels for Commercial Power Generation
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Contact Information

David Dietrich, AICP, Planning Director
Heather Bickenheuser, Planner II/Farmland 

Preservation Coordinator

470 Center St. Bldg. 1-C
Chardon, OH  44024
Ph. 440-279-1740
Fax 440-285-7069

www.co.geauga.oh.us/departments/planning_commission.htm


